S6        ABOUT CATHERINE DE? MEDICI
wounded. Catherine, in imitation no doubt of her rival, wore mourning for the King to the end of her life.
On the King's death, the Duchesse de Valentinois was shamelessly deserted and dishonored by tlic Connetable de Montmorency, a man in every respect beneath his reputation. Diane sent to offer her estate and Chateau of Chenonceaux to the Queen. Catherine then replied in the presence of witnesses, " I can never forget that she was all the joy of my dear Henri; I should be ashamed to accept, I will give her an estate in exchange. I would propose that of Chaumont-on-the-Loire." The deed of exchange was, in fact, signed at Blois in 1559. Diane, whose sons-in-law were the Due d'Aumale and the Due de Bouillon, kept her whole fortune and died peacefully in 1566 at the age of sixty-six. She was thus nineteen years older than Henri II. These dates, copied from the epitaph on her tomb by an historian who studied the question at the end of the last century, clear up many historical difficulties ; for many writers have said she was forty when her father was sentenced in 15S3, while others have said she was but sixteen. She was, in fact, four-and-twenty.
After reading everything both for and against her conduct with Francis I., at a time when the House of Poitiers was in the greatest danger, we can neither confirm nor deny anything. It is a passage of history that still remains obscure. We can see by what happens in our own day how history is falsified, as it were, in the making.
Catherine, who founded great hopes on her rival's age, several times made an attempt to overthrow her. On one occasion she was very near the accomplishment of her hopes. In 1554, Mme. Diane, being ill, begged the King to go to Saint-Germain pending her recovery. This sovereign coquette would not be seen in the midst of the paraphernalia of doctors, nor bereft of the adjuncts of dress. To receive the King on his return, Catherine arranged a splendid ballet, in which five or six young ladies were to address him in verse. She selected for the purpose Miss Fleming, related to her uncle, the Duke of Albany, and one of the loveliest girls imaginable, fair and golden-haired; then a young connection of her own, Clarissa Strozzi, with magnificent black hair and